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N
JCU continues to evolve into a “campus town” and 
the West Campus Village residence hall, which 
opened this spring, marks a giant step forward.  Part 
of NJCU’s $325 million mixed-use redevelopment 
project, this 425-bed student living space features 

2-bedroom (shared) and 4-bedroom (private) suites, and will include 
an on-site fitness center, restaurants, shopping and more.  

NJCU students will have access to existing campus amenities—
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Twelve Bayonne High School students are earning 
college credits in specific, career-based tracks of 
study due to a unique agreement between NJCU and 

Bayonne Public Schools.
The NJCU School of Business is the first to partner with 

the Academy for Professional Studies at Bayonne High 
School (BHS) to offer a unique program through which 
high school students take courses that prepare them for 
college business programs or entry-level jobs in business.

Tracks of study in the program, offered at BHS,  
include advertising, accounting and finance, business 
management and entrepreneurship, business technology, 
and marketing. 

Each program includes college-level courses and  
provides opportunities for students to explore career  
options and gain a competitive edge when applying for  
college. Electives in all tracks are open to all Bayonne 
High School students.

The college-level courses are taught by Bayonne 
high-school teachers. All courses and teachers must be 
approved by NJCU. Approvals are based on curriculum 
standards and faculty credentials.

The NJCU School of Business also offers a summer 
entrepreneurship program for the high school students and 
provides them with opportunities to work with University 
business professors and students. 

The high school students enjoy a 70 percent discount 
on tuition, access to NJCU’s Summer Entrepreneurship 
Academy, and opportunities to: be a “student-for-the-day” 
at the School of Business or on NJCU’s main campus, 
participate in the activities of NJCU student clubs, and 
attend lectures by visiting professors and professionals in 
the field.

NJCU’s School of Business is currently working on  
offering similar programs at other area high schools, 
including Memorial High School in West New York, Hudson 
County Prep, and the Academy of Finance in Newark.

NJCU Partnership with Bayonne 
Public Schools Boosts Opportunities 
for High School Students
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K ehinde Cole and Edgar Tello 
presented their research on 

CaMKII regulation at inhibitory 
synapses at the Beta Beta Beta 
National Biological Honors Society 
Northeast District 2 Convention, 
which was held at Ursinus College 
in Collegeville, PA. Research 
presentations were given by students 
representing undergraduate 
institutions throughout New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, and Delaware. Cole and 
Tello received a third-place award for 
their poster presentation. 

Students  
Receive Third 
Place for Poster 
PresentationFourteen NJCU students and two staff members participated in the Habitat for 

Humanity Collegiate Challenge 2016, an alternative spring break program, in 
Corpus Christi, TX, March 5-12. Since 2006, when 12 students helped build 

five Habitat for Humanity houses in five days in Columbus, GA, NJCU students have 
helped build mkita04 Gifn 12 studenkf five d/Span <033progp020k program, gn 
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N inety-one students from 
NJCU and area colleges and 
universities were on campus 
on March 18 when the NJCU 

Student Development Team hosted the 
2016 Leaders of Today (LofT) Student 
Leadership Conference. 

Based on the theme, “Where Leadership 
and Pop Culture Collide,” the day-long 
program featured a motivational speech 
by Dr. Christopher Emdin, an associate 
professor at Columbia University; a 
leadership conversation with Angela Yee, 
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R yan P. Haygood, one of the nation’s leading civil rights advocates 
and the third president and CEO of the New Jersey Institute 
for Social Justice, delivered the keynote address at NJCU’s 26th 
annual Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Celebration Luncheon. 

Based on the theme, “Breaking Down Walls of Hate: Still on the 
Battlefield,” the program celebrated the life and legacy of King and also 
featured the presentation of the 2016 Martin Luther King Scholarship to 
Amanda Tobias, a bachelor of science in nursing student who has been 
previously honored by Jersey City for her work in the community, and 
the  2016 Martin Luther King, Jr. Community Service Award to Jennifer 
Mullan ’01, an NJCU psychotherapist who is coordinator of the nationally-
recognized Peers Educating Peers (PEP) program, co-founder and 
co-facilitator of the LGBTQIA++ Support Group, and a foundinkefs1�Dm3Bor 20nd P



IN THE FRONT



IN THE FRONT

T
wo student artists “Clash on the Canvas”. 

Paula Sierra and Ron Wise battled it 
out during Clash on the Canvas, a campus 
contest between student artists who have 
one hour to create work in front of a  

live audience. 
Clash on the Canvas began in 2014 and featured 

top artists from the New York City metropolitan area. 
This “Clash” between Sierra and Wise marked the fifth such 
program but only the second to be exclusive to NJCU students. 

By an audience vote, Sierra was declared this session’s winner 
and her painting was sold on the spot. 
Sierra was a featured artist at the 
inaugural NJCU LofT Leadership 
Conference. 

Selected works from Clash 
on the Canvas were exhibited 
in the Michael B. Gilligan 
Student Union Art Gallery 
in April.   
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Paula Sierra (right) and Ron Wise
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NJCU is one of only 44 state colleges  
and universities from throughout the 

United States selected by the American  
Association of State Colleges and  
Universities (AASCU) to participate in  
the three-year “Re-Imagining the First  
Year of College” (RFY) project, a sweeping 
initiative aimed at transforming the first 
year of college to enhance students’  
success in their undergraduate years and  
in the 21st century workplace. 

The first year of college has emerged  
as the critical barrier to student success, 
the point at which undergraduate  
institutions experience the greatest loss  
of students. The project’s objective is to 
help participants–and ultimately the broader 
AASCU membership of 420 state colleges 
and universities–to implement changes that 
enhance the first-year student experience 
and increase retention and graduation rates, 
particularly among historically underserved 
populations. 

“We are pleased that these AASCU 
institutions will commit their enormous 
talent and knowledge to the success of 
this initiative, which I believe will have a 
profound effect on undergraduate education 
in the 21st century,” said George Mehaffy, 
vice president for academic leadership and 
change at AASCU. 

AASCU kicked off the RFY initiative in 
February with academic leaders attending 
its 2016 Academic Affairs Winter Meeting 
in Austin, TX. RFY is being funded by  
generous grants from the Bill and Melinda 
Gates Foundation and USA Funds.

NJCU  
Selected to Participate  
in Major AASCU  
Initiative to Redesign 
Student’s First-Year  
College Experience
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In March 2016, NJCU held its annual gala event, designed to raise funds for 
scholarship support. Three leading corporate partners–Mack-Cali, Novartis 
Pharmaceuticals Corporation (NPC), and Wyndham Worldwide–and two 
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T he Presidential Speaker Series 
at New Jersey City University 
(NJCU) featured a tremendous 

lineup of speakers, beginning with “A 
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NJCU students Ana Acosta, Kennedy  
Affram, Laura Bustamante, and Ana Pena 

have been selected to participate in The 
Washington Center’s Democratic National 
Convention academic seminar, which will 
be presented in partnership with Temple 
University during the Democratic National 
Convention, July 17-29, in Philadelphia.  

The two-week seminar will combine formal 
instruction, guest lectures, panels, tours, 
site visits, and fieldwork assignments, giving 
students the opportunity to experience the 
convention from behind-the-scenes and to  
witness democracy in action at both the 
grassroots and national levels. 

Four Students to Gain  
First-Hand Experience  
at Democratic  
National Convention 
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NJCU received a gold New Jersey  
Smart Workplaces Award for 2015,  

marking the seventh consecutive year  
that the University has been recognized  
by the statewide program. Issued by the 
State of New Jersey and the New Jersey 
Department of Transportation, Smart  
Workplaces Awards recognize New Jersey  
enterprises that help reduce traffic  
congestion and improve air quality by  
voluntarily creating significant and  
innovative alternative commuting programs. 
New Jersey employers whose commuter 
benefits reach the State standard of  


